NAME: _______________________________ PER.

List Poems
Inspired by Chapter 1 of The Things They Carried
Instructions: Create a list poem about the things you carry. It should include literal, physical things as well as more figurative, abstract things (such as emotions and ideas). Your poem, also, should somehow communicate the meaning of the things you carry. This is how you will distinguish your poem from those of your classmates. For example, while many of you probably carry backpacks and keys, these items might represent different things for each of you.
LITERARY DEVICES:

Try to use imagery, sensory details, and/or a metaphor to describe the things you carry.
Imagery – visually descriptive or figurative language
Sensory details – language that appeals to the five senses (sight, sound, smell, touch, and taste)
Metaphor - a figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or action to which it is not literally applicable.
SAMPLE LIST POEM: Identify the literary devices underlined below.
The Things I Carry

A dusty, unwrapped cough drop flickered with dust.
A shiny quarter and a host of other change jingling at the bottom of my bag.

In my wallet, items that put the stamp on my identity:

Library card, Gym membership, Driver’s license (I lie about my weight);

The section for cash is a dark chasm where my voice echoes.

Though my wallet is practically empty, my life is full.

I carry my dog’s affection (and her fur all over my clothes);

My loved one’s devotion;

My family’s compassion;

And a fierce commitment to all I do.

In the morning, I carry the cool, crisp breeze

running through my hair on a morning walk.

At night, I carry the glowing, candescent moon
onto my pillow with hope for the coming day.

List Poem Rubric – The Things They Carried
	STANDARD

	4 - ADVANCED
	3- PROFICIENT
	2 - APPROACHING
	1 - BELOW

	The student was able to use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture. 
	Above grade-level demonstration of the standard. Unique, compelling, complex.
	Grade-level demonstration of the standard. Effective and adequate.
	Somewhat below grade-level. Lacks understanding, development, and/or accuracy, but some evidence of the standard is there.
	Student could not provide evidence that he/she could demonstrate the standard.


